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On May 3rd the SDSN’s Senior Working Group on European Green Deal  will launch the 2nd 

Annual Report on “Financing the Transformations for the Joint Implementation of Agenda 2030 

for Sustainable Development and the European Green Deal” which provides an overview of the EU 

policies published since 2020 in support of the implementation of the European Green Deal, 

explores the financial implications of the Joint Implementation of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 

Development and the European Green Deal and stresses the need for private financial flows to be 

directed towards sustainable projects and activities.  

 

This Digital Dialogue is organized by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and 

SDSN Europe, it is hosted by the Regional Growth Conference and it is supported by the European 

Association of Environmental and Resource Economists (EAERE) and the Athens University of 

Economics and Business.  

 

 
Background 
The Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, co-signed by 193 UN Member States in 2015, is a 

globally accepted pledge for poverty eradication and sustainable development achievement on a 

global scale by 2030, considering three pillars of sustainable development – economic, social, and 

environmental. 

The European Leadership has decided to integrate the UN Agenda 2030 in both the Strategic 

guidelines on various Policy areas and the European Semester, the major process for the coordination 

of national economic and employment policies in the EU, putting ‘people and the planet at the centre 

of EU economic policy. 

The European Green Deal, introduced in December 2019 by the European Commission, serves as 

Europe’s growth plan aiming to make it a climate-neutral, resource-efficient, innovative, and socially 

inclusive continent. It includes several goals spanning many different Policy areas, such as Clean 

Energy, Sustainable industry, Building and renovation, Farm to Fork, Eliminating pollution, Sustainable 

mobility, Biodiversity and Sustainable finance. Moreover, as a response to the health, environmental, 

and economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, EU Commission introduced in 2021 the “Next 

Generation EU”, a generous package of funds to mobilize policies in support of the economic recovery, 

while pursuing Europe’s green and digital transition. 

In 2021, SDSN Europe has established a Senior Working Group (SWG), consisting of top-level 

academics and stakeholders, to mobilize expertise for the successful implementation of the 

aforementioned challenging context. 

 

https://sdsn.eu/european-green-deal-senior-working-group/
https://www.unsdsn.org/
https://sdsn.eu/
https://rgc.gr/
https://www.eaere.org/
https://www.eaere.org/
https://www.aueb.gr/en
https://www.aueb.gr/en


 

 

The first report, entitled “Transformations for the Joint Implementation of Agenda 2030 for 

Sustainable Development and  the European Green  Deal: A Green and Digital, Job-Based  
andInclusive Recovery from COVID-19 Pandemic, was published in February 2021, in an attempt to 
support policymakers with actionable strategies that can guide EU-wide and national economic 
recovery in line with Europe's overarching sustainability agenda. 

 

 
Launch of the 2nd Report 

 
This event will feature the launch of the 2nd SDSN SWG Report, focusing on the European Green Deal 

Policy advancements and Sustainable Finance, where the main co-authors will present the results of 

the report, which will give the opportunity to a panel of invited speakers consisting of top-academics 

and politicians, for an open discussion and elaboration on the key messages. 

The Report provides an overview of the EU policies published since 2020 in support of the 

implementation of the European Green Deal, and by building on the text-mining methodology 

developed in the 2021 report, maps those Policies to the 17 SDGs and 6 Transformative pathways, 

helping this way decision-makers to understand how the different policies affect the transformations 

that Countries need to undertake to become more sustainable. The mapping results are further 

validated through a methodology to automatically classify Policy documents under the SDGs with 

Machine Learning techniques. 

Then, the financial implications of the Joint Implementation of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 

Development and the European Green Deal are explored and the need for private financial flows to 

be directed towards sustainable projects and activities is stressed. Natural Capital is a critical element 

of the Transition to Sustainability and structural changes at a political, financial and economic level 

are required to slow down and reverse the path of biodiversity loss we are experiencing. To help 

stakeholders to anticipate the value of Nature and its contribution to human society, the report 

undertakes a Meta-regression analysis to evaluate the services provided by three main types of 

Ecosystems: Terrestrial, Marine, and Freshwater. 

In the last part, a framework for the development of financial pathways for an SDG-based Recovery is 

presented, which includes the assessment of the National Recovery and Resilience Plans for seven EU 

Member States in terms of sustainability. 

 
Main co-authors: 

• Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, President UN SDSN, Director of the Center for Sustainable Development 

at Columbia University, co-lead EGD SWG 

• Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Athens University of Economics and Business; President of the 

European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists; Fellow World Academy of 

Art and Science; Co-chair SDSN Europe & SDSN Greece; co-lead EGD SWG. 

• Prof. Marzio Galeotti, FEEM, Director of Scientific Research 

• Ms Laura Cozzi, IEA, Chief Energy Modeler 

• Dr Carlo Papa, Enel Foundation, Managing Director 

• Prof. Leonardo Becchetti, University of Rome "Tor Vergata" 

• Prof. Stefan Brunnhuber, member of the Club of Rome 

• Mr Ketan Patel, Greater Pacific Capital, CEO 

• Prof. Theodoros Zachariadis, The Cyprus Institute, Manager SDSN Europe 

https://resources.unsdsn.org/transformations-for-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-the-sustainable-development-goals-and-the-european-green-deal-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery-from-covid-19-pandemic
https://resources.unsdsn.org/transformations-for-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-the-sustainable-development-goals-and-the-european-green-deal-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery-from-covid-19-pandemic
https://resources.unsdsn.org/transformations-for-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-the-sustainable-development-goals-and-the-european-green-deal-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery-from-covid-19-pandemic
https://resources.unsdsn.org/transformations-for-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-the-sustainable-development-goals-and-the-european-green-deal-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery-from-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.jeffsachs.org/
https://sdsn.eu/european-green-deal-senior-working-group/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://sdsn.eu/european-green-deal-senior-working-group/
https://www.feem.it/en/people/galeotti-marzio/
https://www.iea.org/contributors/laura-cozzi
https://www.enelfoundation.org/about-us/team/carlo-papa
https://economia.uniroma2.it/faculty/148/becchetti-leonardo
https://www.clubofrome.org/member/brunnhuber-stefan/
https://www.greaterpacificcapital.com/team-inside/1-ketan-patel
https://www.cyi.ac.cy/index.php/eewrc/about-the-center/eewrc-our-people/author/1103-theodoros-zachariadis.html


 

 
 

 

16.00- 16.35- Opening remarks and Announcement of UN SDSN Global Climate Hub 
(GCH) 
Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Columbia University, President SDSN, co-lead SDSN EGD SWG, co-chair SDSN 

GCH (10 min) 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Athens University of Economics and Business, co-chair SDSN Europe, co- 

lead SDSN EGD SWG, co-chair GCH (5 min) 

Prof. Yannis Ioannidis, ATHENA RC, co-chair GCH (5 min) 
 

Prof. Christos Zerefos, Academy of Athens, co-chair GCH (5 min) 

 
 

Remarks: Christos Dimas, Minister of Research and Innovation, Hellenic Republic, Greece 

Remarks: Christos Stylianidis, Minister for the Climate Crisis and Civil Protection Hellenic Republic, 

Greece (video) 
 

 

16.35- 18:00 -  Launch of the 2nd Report of SWG EGD 
Presentation of Main results of the Report, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri (10 min) 

 

Keynote remarks: Teresa Ribera, Deputy Prime Minister for the Ecological Transition, Spain 

Keynote remarks: Mr. Christos Staikouras, Minister of Finance, Hellenic Republic, Greece TBC 

“Financing Sustainability Transition” (video) 
 

 
Panel discussion between co-authors (30 min) 

• Dr Carlo Papa, Enel Foundation, Managing Director (5 min) 

• Prof. Leonardo Becchetti, University of Rome "Tor Vergata" (5 min) 

• Prof. Marzio Galeotti, FEEM, Director of Scientific Research (5 min) 

• Mr Ketan Patel, Greater Pacific Capital, CEO (min 5) 

• Prof. Theodoros Zachariadis, The Cyprus Institute, Manager SDSN Europe (5min) 

• Prof. Stefan Brunnhuber, member of the Club of Rome (5 min) 

Moderated: Prof. Phoebe Koundouri 

 
 

Panel : Policy and Business Panel 

• Markus H.-P. Müller, Managing Director, Global Head of Chief Investment Office Private Bank 

at Deutsche Bank 

• Maria Spyraki, Member of the European Parliament, Greece 

• Udo Bullmann, Member of the European Parliament, Germany 

• Petros Kokkalis, Member of the European Parliament, Greece 

• Kristy Bartolo, Advisor to the Minister, Ministry for Environment, Energy and Enterprise, Malta 

• Roland Schatz, Founder and CEO of United Nations Global Sustainability Index Institute 

UNGSII Foundation 

https://www.jeffsachs.org/
https://sdsn.eu/european-green-deal-senior-working-group/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yannis-ioannidis-b718a78/?originalSubdomain=gr
http://www.christoszerefos.com/
https://www.mindev.gov.gr/christos-dimas-yfypourgos/
https://www.civilprotection.gr/en/ministeren
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/ministerio/funciones-estructura/organigrama/Ministra-MITECO.aspx
https://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Vouleftes/Viografika-Stoicheia/?MPId=90fe5363-5352-45b5-8e6a-3b1edde88073
https://www.linkedin.com/in/markus-h-p-m%C3%BCller-20a6a082/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125064/MARIA_SPYRAKI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4267/UDO_BULLMANN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197743/PETROS_KOKKALIS/home
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kristy-bartolo-753a98105/?originalSubdomain=mt
http://us.mediatenor.com/en/


 

 

Moderated: Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, co-chair UN SDSN Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

https://phoebekoundouri.org/

